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15th Anniversary of the Canberra Bushfires
Mid January marked 15 years since the devastating 2003 Canberra bushfires that destroyed the old
Cotter Centre at Greenhills. Below is an excerpt from the book ‘Life + Faith’ by Robyn Hipkiss that
outlines an account of these events from the perspective of Paula, one of the managers at the time.
“January 18 was a sweltering hot Saturday with scorching winds battering the bush and stirring the
dust, which lodged like grit in our eyes as we went about our work… When I looked up I saw the fire
had converged with one from the other direction and a wall of fire was roaring over the hill toward

Wedding Bells!

Greenhills at a great speed. It was a terrifying sight and the noise was horrendous. I only had

Congratulations to two of our staff

minutes to make my escape. There was no time to gather up photos or precious possessions. As I

members, Jordy and Ellyn, on their

ran from the house I simply cried out in all sincerity, “Jesus, this is your house and all that is in it is

wedding day! The happy couple tied

yours. You can have it if you want, but I’m asking you to look after it for us.”… The next hour-and-a-

the knot in January. The day was

half would forever change the face of Greenhills as we knew it. The fire came up the valley and over

celebrated by many family, friends
and Greenhills staff.

the hill and raged over us…

We sat pressed up against the back wall, swaddled in wet towels and breathing through wet teatowels. The noise was deafening, as if hundreds of trains were roaring overhead. Our hearts were
pounding as we prayed and asked God for His protection over us and the entire complex… When
the worst of the fire storm had passed over us, the air in the auditorium had become so
contaminated with smoke and debris we couldn’t stay there any longer… Incredibly, the building was
intact. The body of the fire had roared up the valley then, miraculously, jumped right over the top of
the whole Murrumbidgee Centre, including the accommodation blocks on the hill beside us…
Suddenly the vacuum created by the intensity of the fire as it passed over us seemed to suck the
flames back and ignite a second wave of burning. It was as if the fire came back to finish the job it
had started. We stood in shock and watched as the old original Cotter Centre down the hill below us
caught fire and lit up the sky. Dorms and halls were consumed by flames ignited by the intense heat
1437 Cotter Road

from the sparks and embers. The buildings were flattened by exploding gas bottles… Over the

Stromlo ACT 2611

following days, weeks and months we were encouraged, inspired and humbled by the generosity,

02 6288 1074

love and support of so many people… Every day I thank God for His protection and abundant

bookings@greenhillscentre.com

provision. I will never forget the assurance of His presence with us during our time at Greenhills, and

www.greenhillscentre.com

especially on the day of the fire.” (pp. 34-47)

Prepare, Act, Survive—Bushfire Safety
Prepare:

 Know your risk! Check if your house is located in a bushfire prone area.
 Prepare your exit strategy.
 Download and complete a Bushfire Survival Plan.
Act:

 Get your home bushfire ready.
 Prepare your emergency kit.
Survive:

 Maintain your garden throughout the season.
 Keep up to date with the ACT Emergency Services Agency.
 Have a safe, enjoyable summer!

Greenhills Wi-Fi & Mobile Reception Update
“LIKE” US ON

Facebook
For quick updates and news
snippets visit our Fac ebook
page “GreenhillsCentreACT ”
If you “Like” us you will get
update f eeds automatic ally,
and why not invite your friends
to “Like” Greenhills as well and
spread the word about this
fabulous venue!

W i-Fi at Greenhills is up and running across the whole site. Both guests and staff are
very excited about this new addition to the Greenhills experience. Mobile phone repeaters for Telstra, Vodafone and Optus are being trialled and feedback requested.

Holiday Happenings
Not sure what to do with the kids these holidays? Why not explore what’s in our neighbourhood!
There are many great places to see and explore around Greenhills. Some of these places and
activities could include:



Having a picnic at the Cotter Reserve



Exploring the Mount Stromlo Observatory



Going for a swim at Casuarina Sands



Taking a tour of Tidbinbilla Nature Reserve



Walking along the Woden Heritage Track

Diary Dates:
• February
5th—School Term 1 Starts

• March
12th—Canberra Day Public Holiday
30th—Good Friday
31st—Easter Saturday

